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Respond to the short story.
Answer these questions to think about character, conflict, and theme.

1. Who is the main character of this story?
A. Jana
B. Her shadow
C. Her mom
D. Her dad
2. What conflict does the main character face?
A. Person against person
B. Person against society
C. Person against machine
D. All of these
3. At the beginning, how does Jana feel toward her shadow?
A. She thinks of her shadow as her closest friend.
B. She feels terrified that her shadow has come to life.
C. She feels surprised and annoyed.
D. She thinks her shadow is entertaining.
4. What evidence supports your answer for number 3?
A. Jana gets dressed.
B. Jana tries to escape her shadow by running and riding.
C. Jana traps her shadow on the wrong side of the fence.
D. Both B and C show Jana’s feelings.


5. How does Jana feel toward her shadow at the end?
A. She thinks of her shadow as her closest friend.
B. She feels terrified that her shadow has come to life.
C. She feels surprised and annoyed.
D. She thinks her shadow is entertaining.
6. What evidence supports your answer to number 5?
A. Jana sees her reflection in the slide.
B. Jana sees her reflection in the lake.
C. Jana tries not to let her shadow get run over.
D. Jana calls her shadow her closest friend and wants it to return.
7. In the paragraph about dinner, what does the word “hulking” mean?
A. Powerful
B. Green
C. Big
D. Quiet
8. What context clue supports your answer to number 7?
A. “She kept it from getting run over”
B. “her shadow was even bigger”
C. “Mom and Dad didn’t even notice”
D. “crouching silently in the corner”
9. How is Jana changed during this story?
A. She learns to put up with her shadow.
B. She learns to never let anyone know that she has a shadow.
C. She recognizes a friend who has always been with her.
D. She learns strategies to stay safe from her shadow.


10. What is the writer trying to say about life? (theme)
A. Shadows are our best friends.
B. Shadows run wild at night.
C. People shouldn’t argue with imaginary creatures.
D. People should appreciate those who are always with them.
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