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Read each writing prompt that follows. Answer the PAST questions about it. If the prompt doesn’t answer a question, infer an answer.

"Just living is not enough . . . one must have sunshine, freedom, and a little flower."—Hans Christian Anderson
In this quotation, Hans Christian Anderson provides his simple formula for the good life. Is his idea on target? Is it enough, too little, too much? Write an essay that explores Anderson's prescription and provides your own formula for living well. Support your position with facts, statistics, examples, and other evidence that you draw from your own life. Seek to convince classmates of your view.
· Purpose?

· Audience?

· Subject?

· Type?

In “The Struggle for Human Rights,” Eleanor Roosevelt argues powerfully that human rights must be understood as the rights of the individual instead of the rights of the state. Do you agree or disagree with her position? What do you think "human rights" means? Write an essay that summarizes Roosevelt's argument and presents your own vision for human rights. Support your position using examples from history, politics, and/or philosophy. Try to convince Roosevelt and other citizens of your argument.

· Purpose?

· Audience?

· Subject?

· Type?

When news breaks, reporters seek to understand and tell the story. When something important happens at school, you may ask your friends to give you the "full story.” Why are stories so important to understanding? What is a story, after all? Write an essay that outlines the important components of a story and explains why people use stories to understand their world. Include a few anecdotes from your own life to illustrate the importance of hearing and telling stories.

· Purpose?

· Audience?

· Subject?

· Type?

Some friends want to talk all the time. Others want to just be with you without needing to say a word. Some friends remain close only as long as you have classes or other activities together. Others remain close even when you are miles apart and have no time together at all. Pick two different types of friends and define each. Compare and contrast the two types of friends, using examples from your own life to illustrate the similarities and differences. Then reflect on which type of friend you want most and tell why.

· Purpose?

· Audience?

· Subject?

· Type?
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