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Paraphrase and quote this selection. Mention the title and author.

Excerpt from "Language Older Than Words"
Jennifer Reyes

	Duration is also key to the emotional impact of music. Most percussion instruments (including the piano) produce sound with a strong initial attack and a quick fade, evoking a feeling of brittle energy and precision. Long-duration sounds like those produced by the singing human voice, the drone of a bagpipe, or the song of a humpback whale have a much more mesmerizing effect. Notably, humans are the only great apes that can produce long, sustained, singing sounds. Chimps and gorillas can create only grunts and howls of short duration before they must take their next breath. It is no wonder, then, that brief bursts of sound in music strike us at least as energetic and perhaps as hostile, while the long, sustained sounds of human voices create the soothing effect of a lullaby.
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