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Read each writing prompt that follows. Answer the PAST questions about it. If the prompt doesn’t answer a question, infer an answer.

In Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston, Janie Mae is torn between her home of "sun-up and pollen and blooming trees" and the promise of "far horizon." Which is better, a rich home life or a daring adventure into the unknown? Write an essay that states your position and argues for it using evidence from the novel. Show how Janie Mae's life explores this theme.
· Purpose?

· Audience?

· Subject?

· Type?

In "The Negro Speaks of Rivers," Langston Hughes shows how one person partakes in a long, proud historical heritage. All of us are connected to the past. Think of how other characters in literature demonstrate this historical connection. Write an essay that analyzes a literary character and shows how he or she is connected to a long, unbroken chain of humanity.

· Purpose?

· Audience?

· Subject?

· Type?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Thomas Newkirk argues that our minds are made for stories, our fundamental way of understanding the world around us. Each part of a story answers one of the basic 5 W's and H: characters (who?), conflict (what?), setting (when? and where?), theme (why?), and plot (how?). Choose one key part of a story and write an essay that explain to other readers why understanding this part is so important to understanding our world. Use examples from literature and current news stories.

· Purpose?

· Audience?

· Subject?

· Type?

Some works of literature create worlds that we get to visit and wish we could live in. Some create whole universes. Think of literature with settings you long to live in. What makes the place and time so inviting? Would you truly want to live in the place, or only visit it by reading? Write an essay that describes in detail some of your favorite literary settings and tells why they are your favorites. Indicate whether you would want to be a character in the literature or just a reader seeing it from the outside.

· Purpose?

· Audience?

· Subject?

· Type?
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